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Cleeve. A full copy of our editorial DISCLAIMER / Committee minutes are available from the
Secretary.

CHAIR’S WELCOME

As I write, snow drops and daffodils are reappearing all around Cleeve with a real
feeling that Spring is arriving and “in the air”.  Thank you to Dave Ridley, his sister
Nancy and Marianne Pitman for their memories/articles, both in last month’s and this
month’s editions. Our readership seem to really enjoy hearing about the history of
Cleeve, so if there are more memories of our village’s past, we would appreciate
hearing about them with photos!
   SoupaThursday’s Warm Room 12.00 – 16.00, continues and is open to ALL in the
village. Everyone is most welcome!
   Easter is early this year so don’t forget the clocks go forward on Easter Day! And
lastly, best wishes and many thanks to Cleeve and Claverham’s last Vicar, Nigel
Thomas, who is sadly departing to pastures new!

Elizabeth Vaughan
Chair

GREAT WESTERN AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY

A Supporter Coordinator from Air Ambulance is coming to talk about GWAAC on
TUESDAY 19th MARCH at 12.00 in the Holy Trinity Church room, this will be open
to anyone in both Cleeve and Claverham to attend, all we ask is that anyone wanting
to come let Lin know on 01934 838515 if they wish to stay for lunch (£3.00).

PANCAKE DAY LUNCH

Thank you to everyone who supported the Pancake Day Lunch. It was a lovely
lunchtime with over 80 guests in the Village Hall. The event was to help fund the very
expensive cost of draining and partially tarmacking the current swamp-like car park
at Holy Trinity. However, thanks to our generous guests we raised £560 for this cause
and, in addition, we were able to send £200 to the Clevedon Foodbank.
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NAILSEA DISTRICT LEG CLUB

Our famous handbag stall takes place outside Waitrose on Saturday morning 18th
May, an opportunity to purchase a bargain, or donate handbags no longer needed.
These can be taken to 65 Nailsea High Street prior to 18 May, please ensure
donations are clean, in good condition and empty.
   Leg Club takes place 9.00 am – 12noon on Wednesdays at Nailsea Tithe Barn,
and is available to anyone registered with Tyntesfield Medical Group, needing advice
or treatment on lower leg issues. No appointment necessary and ‘drop-ins’ are very
welcome, call in to see what happens and enjoy refreshments always on offer.
Alternatively ask for an appointment via your surgery or talk to your nurse about Leg
Club.

NEED A LIFT? CAN OFFER A LIFT?

Yatton Volunteer Drivers are a voluntary group in Yatton providing an affordable
means of transport to enable local people (including Cleeve residents) to attend
medical appointments in North Somerset and Bristol.
   Could you help? More volunteer drivers are needed. The role is voluntary, highly
flexible (to suit availability), and covers mileage costs. Is this worthwhile cause
something you could get involved with?
 For a lift – or to enquire about volunteering - Tel 01934 832796
 Email yattonvolunteerdrivers@gmail.comYatton
 If a driver is not available from Yatton Volunteer Drivers, try Congresbury Carers -

Margaret Leimdorfer Phone: 01934 834663.

SOUPA THURSDAY
stay warm a little longer

A reminder that although March is regarded as the start of spring, the Warm Room
runs through to the end of March – that means another four sessions, for everyone
in Cleeve and Claverham who would like to come along every Thursday anytime
between noon and 4pm, to enjoy great company, good fun and tasty treats, in the
Church Room at Holy Trinity.

TIP FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

There is still time to transplant
evergreen shrubs before it is too
late but remember to disturb the
roots as little as possible and keep
as much soil attached to them as
you can. Don’t be afraid to trim the
tops back a little as this will
definitely help establishment. Be
sure to water thoroughly and
regularly throughout this year
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YATTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Dates for your diary:

March 16th. Spring Show, Yatton Village Hall
March 21st. Talk at Hangstones Pavilion, Seed raising and Propagation

Joan  Pittock

FOCOS
(Friends Of Cleeve Over Sixties)

Winning numbers for the FOCOS lottery

6th January 2024 41 Marianne Pitman
27th January  16 Margaret & Paul Burrell
3rd February    46 Andrea Stoddart

Congratulation to our winners, and ‘thank you’ to everyone with a FOCOS lottery
ticket, as the lottery underpins all our other fund-raising events.
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ALL ABOUT BATS

Cleeve village is fortunate in that we have lots of wildlife in our vicinity. When thinking
about wild animals, bats may not be the first thing that comes to mind, but the ‘dark
skies’ street lighting policy is of great help to our Horseshoe Bats, who are so
light-averse that they will not even fly out of their roosts if there are clear skies during
a full moon! Since most of us know little or nothing about bats, here a few facts:-
How many types of bats are there?
Seventeen species of bats breed in Britain. The most common are the Pipistrelles
(Pipistrellus) – tiny bats that weigh about the same as a 20p piece! Also, relatively
common locally are bats of the Myotis family – like Natterer’s Bat, and the highly
protected Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus).
How long do bats live?
We are used to the idea that small mammals don’t live very long – for example a field
mouse may only live for a year. However, bats are very long-lived – the Greater
Horseshoe Bat can live for thirty years. Because of that, they breed quite slowly,
which means that it would be easy for them to become extinct. For more information
ibats.org.uk/uk-bats/  & chaseecology.co.uk/bats-in-the-uk/ are good places to look.
What do bats eat?
Bats are nocturnal – they only hunt at night. Pipistrelles, being small, love very small
insects like midges. They can eat 3000 of these in one night! Horseshoe Bats are
about 7 times bigger, so they prefer larger prey such as craneflies, moths and dung
beetles. Myotis bats come somewhere in between, and often specialise in certain
types of insect, moth or beetle.
How do bats find their prey in the dark?
Bats use high-pitched calls – echo-location - to find their prey. Their calls are so
high-pitched humans generally can’t hear them. Bat detectors are used to record bat
calls at night – these recordings make it easier to detect which bats are present in
each location. bats.org.uk/ has slowed-down recordings of each type of bat.
Where do bats roost and hibernate?
Bats generally hibernate throughout the winter as long as night-time temperatures
are low. Our Horseshoe Bats hibernate in the old iron mines in Kings Wood. During
warmer months bats will roost together in dark places like roof-spaces and holes
inside trees, or perhaps high in the leaves of a tall tree. When they are breeding they
will have a maternity roost where they can look after the young. Our Horseshoe Bat
maternity roost is at Brockley Hall.

Our village falls entirely inside the North Somerset Bat SAC (Special Area of
Conservation). This SAC exists to protect our Horseshoe Bats, as they are under
threat of extinction in the UK. My next article will be entirely about these bats.

TIP FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Pot indoor plants into bigger pots but check that they need it first! Gently knock the
plant out of the pot and, if the roots are covering most of the compost, the plant will
benefit from moving into a pot one or two sizes bigger. If they aren’t yet then wait a
while.
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STAR 65 BEREAVEMENT GROUP

Free and open drop in sessions to our
peer supported Bereavement and

Loss group every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday 4-6pm and Saturday

12-noon at 65 High Street, Nailsea.
Come and chat or just listen.

For information contact:
Pam Lambert 01275 462820

or 07977 9564
Gill Atkinson 07722 298550

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

The Village Hall is the
assembly point and operating
base for the community
resilience team (when
mobilised) providing help
and assistance in an
emergency.

So if you need (or are willing to
offer) help in an emergency and
can not contact Community
Resilience by phone please go
along to the village hall.

Contact details for Community
Resilience can be found in
the directory at the back of
this magazine

AAC Advertising Rates
Eighth page - £52.50 p.a.
Quarter page - £105 p.a.
Half page - £185 p.a.
Full page - £290 p.a.
Back page - £370 p.a.

Interested? Contact us for details
5,000 copies published annually

and read by many more
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PLANT OF THE MONTH
Phalaenopsis, moth orchids

Moth orchids, are elegant, long-flowering epiphytes that grow on tropical tree
branches in the wild, obtaining light filtered through the canopy using aerial roots to
absorb carbon dioxide and moisture from the humidity surrounding them.
 Orchid’s thrive in indirect sunlight with consistent warm temperatures around 18°C

- 30°C (64°F - 86°F) with night time temperatures around 10-15 degrees cooler to
promote flowering. A north-facing kitchen window is ideal; keep them out of direct
light which can scorch leaves.

 It can sometimes be trial and error until you find the perfect spot but if your orchid
is not producing flowers it will be likely due to light or temperature so move the pot.
Orchids like humid conditions and grow particularly well in bathrooms and kitchens.
Mist leaves every few days with rainwater.
  They have large leaves prone to collecting dust; use a damp cloth to gently remove
dirt so the plant can easily photosynthesise.
 Orchids detest sitting in water so remove the plant from its pot and flush with water

once a week, avoiding the plant’s crown. Return to its pot once excess water has
drained away. Feed every couple of weeks when the plant is actively producing leaves
and flowers.

 Repot every couple of years with shredded bark chips or a professional peat-free
compost bark to support roots; use a clear pot so roots can photosynthesise.

 Rejuvenate plants by snipping off dead roots, this will give healthy roots space to
grow. Aerial roots are the orchid’s blood vessels; healthy air roots are rounded and
green, thirsty roots are silvery-white and unhappy roots are beige and shrivelled.
Ailing roots could be due to low humidity so give them a good mist.

Debi Holland
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FOCOS BINGO EVENING
FRIDAY 12TH APRIL – CLEEVE VILLAGE HALL

As our regular players know, at the FOCOS Bingo Evening there will be good food,
great fun and super prizes. A bar will be available for the evening at the Hall, so we
would suggest an arrival around 7.15pm, for the delicious supper to be served at
7.30pm.
   Tickets are just £10 to include a hot supper and a sweet [vegetarian options are
available], plus 6 games of Bingo. Every game has great prizes guaranteed for a line
and a full house. Tickets available from the FOCOS BINGO HOT LINE on 838515
or 832917.
   Also - transport is available from your home to the Hall and back again – just ask
for a lift when you book.
 All profits will help to provide for the FOCOS Mystery Outing for 2024.
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FAREWELL TO OUR VICAR, NIGEL AND HIS WIFE NICKIE

Cleeve has had its own vicar since 1840 when Holy Trinity church was built but, sadly
on 31st March, that is to come to an end. On that day we are saying farewell to Nigel
and Nickie, as Nigel’s post as Vicar of Cleeve and Claverham disappears as part of
the reduction in clergy numbers throughout the Bath and Wells Diocese.
We will miss both Nigel and Nickie who have been with us in the village serving us
here in Cleeve at Holy Trinity and at St Barnabas, in Claverham, since 2017.
   When Nigel was appointed, his remit was to get involved with, and interact within,
the community and he has done lots in that area, despite being seriously unwell
during the covid pandemic.
   Under Nigel’s guidance there were many interesting ‘On the Edge’ initiatives, annual
New Year’s Day hikes around our two villages, the arrival of new style Taize services
on Sunday evenings at Holy Trinity, his involvement in the setting up and workings
of the Goblin Combe Community Garden, plus working on the ‘Love Cleeve’ project
in 2021.
   Nigel has become a regular and popular visitor to Court de Wyck Church School,
with stories, prayers and other initiatives to share with children and staff. His work
with North Somerset Arts Week has turned both churches into hubs where artists
and artisans can display their works for the enjoyment of everyone in North Somerset.
We will miss Nigel, his care for those less fortunate than ourselves, especially
refugees, and we are grateful for his sharing of his favourite poets, especially Malcolm
Guite.
   Nickie too, has played an important part, working alongside Nigel, with her re-wilding
ideas that have been introduced into the churchyard, her many and varied works
involving labyrinths and her Capacitor classes.
 We are very sorry to be losing them and will miss them both.

   Nickie and Nigel are returning to us for a special farewell ‘thank you’ afternoon tea
open to everyone in the village on Friday April 5th in the Village Hall, from 3pm
onwards. They would love to see as many Cleeve and Claverham folks as possible.
   The process of appointing a priest in charge of the newly formed United Benefice
of Yatton with Kenn and Kingston Seymour, Cleeve with Claverham has begun but
for the next few months we will be in an interregnum.  Anyone with enquiries
concerned with funerals, weddings or baptisms should contact the Benefice office in
Yatton 01935 832184.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH EASTER DAY SERVICE
During the 11am service on Easter Day (31st March) at Holy Trinity there will be an
Easter Egg Hunt for all the children present; come along and share the joy.

TIPS FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Remove or switch off the water heater, turn on the pump and start feeding the fish.
Keep feeding the birds
Consider leaving an area to go “wild” as a sanctuary for wildlife.
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LOCALLY SOURCED BAR AND
BLUES/ROCK NIGHT

Cleeve Village Hall April 13th

Join us for a special evening with a locally
sourced Beer, Cider and Wine tasting bar plus
live popular music from singer/guitarist Mike
Bess. With candle lit tables, complimentary
nibbles and two sets of music from many
genres with Mike’s bluesy, rock influences at
it’s heart, this will be a wonderful evening to
socialise whilst supporting the Hall & live
music. Tickets are £10 and includes one free
drink. Booking early is recommended and
appreciated for catering purposes from this
link below –
 www.wegottickets.com/event/610338/

SUNRISE SERVICE

An invitation to everyone in Cleeve to join us for an event that is firmly part of the
Holy Trinity Church’s calendar.
   We look forward to welcoming many worshippers to the Sunrise Service on Easter
Day, 31st March, to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
   The outdoor service commences in the tranquillity and peace of a spring morning
at 6.30am and is followed by a Full English Breakfast in the Church Room (vegetarian
options are available).
   Numbers and preferences are required purely to aid the caterers (there is no cost
for the breakfast). Please ring Lin on 838515 before Wednesday 27th March, just to
let us know you are joining us on this special day.

TIPS FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Plant grape vines now. Our local soil suits them if well drained. Plant in the sunniest
place.
   Prune Blueberry bushes by removing weak, old and dead shoots. Cut out up to
25% of all wood from established bushes (3 years or older).
 Plant strawberry runners if you missed autumn planting.

   Cover established strawberry runners with low polytunnels or fleece covered
tunnels. Lift the sides slightly on warm days to let the bees in to pollinate the flowers.
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Cleeve (Good News)
Tuesday & Friday 09.00 – 12.00
Claverham (Village Hall)
Monday & Wednesday 09.00 -12.00

LOCAL POST-BOX COLLECTION TIMES

Mon-Fri Sat.
Woodview Drive  9.00am 7.00am
Bishops Road 9.00am 7.00am
Main Road (Old PO) 9.00pm 7.00am
Yatton PO 5.45pm 11.15am
Congresbury PO 5.15pm 11.15am
Congresbury Broad St 5.30pm 9.00am
Backwell PO 5.30pm 12.15pm
Clevedon Delivery Office 6.00pm
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YATTON MUSIC SOCIETY

Boglárka György (violin) & Amy Butler (piano)
St Mary’s, Yatton, 23rd March.

A memorable evening by the prize winning Hungarian violinist Boglárka György from
the Liszt Academy of music in Budapest. Boglárka will play a Cuypers 1797 violin,
kindly on loan to her from the Harrison-Frank Family Foundation. She will be
accompanied by the brilliant Oxford graduate pianist Amy Butler. Their programme
will include a variety of music to suit all tastes including popular classical, Hungarian
and sparkling Gershwin music to conclude the evening.
   The concert starts at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, tickets price £10, half price for
students over 16, children free. Details of this concert and future events can be found
on Yatton Music Society’s website www.yms.org.uk

David Ford

www.yms.org.uk
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BERYL’S DAY OUT PERFORMED BY THE MINISTRY OF ENTERTAINMENT
AT CLEEVE VILLAGE HALL ON JAN 27TH

For one night only we had a fun-filled retro trip back to Bristol Zoo in the 1960s
courtesy of Kate McNab and Kim Hicks. They delivered a heart-warming, humorous
and charming play, with real life stories woven into the narrative to make this a
wonderful nostalgic experience. Beryl oozed enthusiasm as she visited the various
enclosures, reaching out to all corners of the Zoo’s rich history in one visit!
Interspersed with delightful songs, the fastest of Costume changes and an array of
characters, the evening flew by and a great night was had by all who came. The
Ministry of Entertainment are a regular to Cleeve and we hope to welcome them back
with a new play next year. Meanwhile look out for our next two events: ‘Locally
Sourced’ – a tasting bar night selling locally produced drinks accompanied by
wonderful Blues/pop covers music courtesy of Mike Bess on April 13th and the return
of singer songwriter Martin Stephenson from The Daintees on Sept 8th.
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CLEEVE QUARRY PART 2

Following on from last month’s article is information given from my father Ernest
Ridley who was at Cleeve School from 1906 and my friend Reg Stevens who was at
the school in the 1930’s, they informed me of the procedure of how the quarrymen
produced the stone for road making etc.
   The holes were drilled into the quarry face by two men, one held a large iron bar
with a drill bit on the end the other man hit the bar with a sledge hammer, between
strikes the bar would be turned so it was hit turn hit turn, obviously then as the hole
got deeper the dust at the bottom had to be removed, this was done by using a hazel
stick with a flower carved on the end as shown in the picture (Fig 1) this flower was
dipped in a bucket of water to make it wet then it was inserted into the hole that was
being made where the dust would stick to the wet hazel flower head and this was
washed off in the bucket of water ready for the next time, this must have been a
laborious task to make a 6 foot hole in depth to accept the charge of dynamite, which
was dully inserted and a fuse added, the fuse was then lit and the men would make
a hasty retreat, half of the diameter of the drill holes are to be seen on the quarry
face to this day.  Sometimes the rocks would hit the windows and roof tiles of the
school!
   After the rock had been blasted from the quarry face onto the quarry floor the men
would set to on there hands and knees with a lump hammer and crack the rocks into
the size required, this was then shovelled into a square yard measured by four pieces
of batten and that’s how they would be paid by counting the little pyramids of stone
on the quarry floor, as shown in (Fig 2).
   The two rocks shown in (Fig 3) I was told are rocks that could not be broken, only
bits were chipped off so they were discarded and left there as waste.

David Ridley

Hazel Flower (Fig. 1)
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Fig. 2

Fig. 3
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CLEEVE KIDS CORNER

The play area at Cleeve Kids Corner in King George V Playing Fields was established
some years ago by a group of local parents. It has been well used and loved by many
children from within the village and beyond. Some of the equipment, however, is now
almost 30 years old and is becoming rotten and broken. All equipment needs
substantial repair or to be replaced entirely. A risk assessment in autumn 2023
identified a number of areas of concern and the play area has been closed since this
time for safety reasons.
   The play area receives no statutory funding or other support from North Somerset
Council and is administered by a small group of parent volunteers. All repairs need
to be covered through fundraising or grant applications. We were very fortunate to
receive a grant in December 2023 from the Bristol Airport Community Fund. This will
pay to replace both sets of swings which had been identified as being the most
urgently in need of attention.
   We are seeking to fundraise for further replacement and repairs and have set up
a Just Giving page and QR code to enable people to donate. Please do consider
donating if you would like to support the park, or sharing the page with others.
   If you can offer any other financial assistance through grant giving then please do
contact Sarah Stacey mrssarahstacey@gmail.com
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TIPS FROM CLEEVE NURSERY

Prune most roses; [Climbing, Rambling
and shrub roses are best pruned in
summer after the main flush of flower].
Cut back to 6-8″ from the ground and
cut just above a bud, prune out any
branches that are crossing to leave an
open centre. Remove any root suckers
as close to the roots as possible (neatly
tearing them off discourages more). Cut
out any weak, dead or diseased shoots.
   Hang Agralan Yellow Sticky Whitefly
pads up in your greenhouse and
conservatories now. These will act like
fly papers and are completely non toxic
to humans. If you introduce natural
predators to control your pests, you
must take these pads down, because
they will trap the good guys as well as
the pests
   Divide and replant overcrowded
clumps of herbs.
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MARCH 2024
Yatton Horticultural Society. March 16th Spring Show. Yatton Village Hall
Mother’s Union. March 19th. Air Ambulance Talk. Holy Trinity Church Room. 12noon
Wrestling with the Gods. March 20th. Holy Trinity. 7pm
Yatton Horticultural Society. March 21st. Talk. Hangstones Pavilion
Yatton Music Society. March 23rd. St Mary’s Church. 7:30pm
Sunrise Service. March 31st. Holy Trinity. 6:30am
Easter Egg Hunt. March 31st. Holy Trinity. 11:00am

APRIL 2024
Thank You Afternoon Tea. April 5th. Cleeve Village Hall. 3:00pm
FOCOS Bingo Night. April 12th. Cleeve Village Hall

ONGOING

Cleeve Knitting Knights. Alterknit Universe. Sundays. 1 - 5pm
Council Meetings. 2nd Tuesday each month except August and December.

Cleeve Village Hall. 7:30pm
Nailsea District Leg Club. Wednesday 9am - noon
Soupa Thursday. Holy Trinity Church. Weekly. Noon-4pm

VILLAGE DIARY
of
EVENTS IN AND AROUND CLEEVE

LOCAL MARKETS
1st Saturday of month - Kingston Seymour
2nd Saturday of month - Kenn & Yatton
3rd Saturday of month - Claverham
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LOCAL DIRECTORY
ALL CODES 01934 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Chemists Backwell (01275) 462386
Yatton 832366

Clavertots Michele Jenkinson 838671
Cleeve Guides Helen Mortimer (01454) 771957
Cleeve Scouts/Cubs Steve Atrill 833912
Cleeve Toddlers Reebecca York 0759 674905
Community Resilience Steve Molloy 834412 / 07988 656023

Ross Floyd (01275) 462211 / 07974 308398
Court de Wyck School Assc Sarah Palmer (01275) 462068
Cricket Club cleevecricketclub@outlook.com John Hance 07881 374958
Cricket Youth Team Carey Elswood cleevecc.yahoo.com
Dentist Cleeve 835753
Dog Training Mrs Herman 834498
Dog Warden - Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk (01275) 888802
FOCOS Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Football (Sporting Weston Football) Gary Booth sportingwestonfc@gmail.com  0791952705
Guide Dogs Mrs Jane Newton (01275) 873024
Holy Trinity (Churchwardens) Nick Cush 832059
Holy Trinity (Team Minister) c/o Team Office 832184
Ladies Group Mrs Diana Cook 834621
Leg Clinic Carole Brooke 07954 302498

Sandy Riley (01275) 853547
Medical Centres Backwell (01275) 465100

Yatton 839820
Mothers’ Union Andrea Stoddart 832458
Noise nuisance Noise Control Officer 634847
North Somerset Council (All Departments) 888888
Parochial Church Council Dave Mortimer 838515
Parish Council Andy Warren 07932 191964
Playing Field Trustees Alice Jones 877208
POLICE (NON-999 calls)  101
Post Offices Backwell (01275) 462721

Yatton 832201
Cleeve (Good News) 833295
Claverham (Village Hall) 876581

Registrar Births, Marriages, Deaths 427552
Sinclair Pavilion (Bookings) Alice Jones 877208
Colin Warren 07944 758510
Table Tennis Club Mr Mike Withyman 833986
Tennis Club cleevetennisclub@gmail.com 835150
Tennis Club Junior Coaching John Tate (johntatetennis@talk21.com)

(01275) 464373
Village Agent Maxine Gilman 07967 344766
Village Hall Bookings Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Village Hall Secretary Diana Cook 834621
YACWAG (Wildlife Action Mrs. Win Lowman 833596
Yatton History Society Mrs Marianne Pitman 838801
Yatton Horticultural Society Mrs Joan Pittock 832790
Yatton Music Society David Ford 830255

mailto:Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk
mailto:sportingwestonfc@gmai.com
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Tuesday March 5th
Yatton Local History Society talk by
Robert Jones on Bristol on 1480 map
 7 30pm Yatton Methodist Church BS49
4DW. Contact
yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com

Marianne Pitman

mailto:yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com
mailto:yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com
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